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trees and those are very stunted. For more than
thirty or forty leagues from the Fort there are no real
woods. That results, without doubt, from the high
sea-winds which usually blow, from the severe cold,
and from the snow, which is almost continual there.
With the month of September, the cold weather sets
in; and before that the weather is severe enough to
fill the rivers with ice, and sometimes even to
freeze them solid. The ice does not disappear until
about the month of June; but even then the cold
weather does not cease.

It is true that in this time there are some very hot
days (for there is scarcely any midway between the
great heat and the great cold); but these last a short
time: the winds from the North, which are frequent,
dissipate very soon this first heat, and often after
having perspired in the morning we are frozen at
night. The snow lies on the ground here for eight
or nine months, but it is not very deep; its greatest
depth this winter has been two or three feet.

The long winter, although it is always cold, is not
however always equally so. Truly, there is often
extreme cold weather, during which a person does
not go outside with impunity. There are but few
of us who do not bear marks of the weather, and
one of the Sailors has lost both his ears; but there
are also fine days. What pleases me most is, that
we see no rain; and after a certain period of snow
and poudrerie (it is thus that they call a fine snow that
sifts in everywhere) the air is pure and clear. If I
had to choose between winter and summer in this
country, I do not know which I would take; for in
the summer, besides the scorching heat and the
frequent passing from extreme heat to extreme cold,



